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Newsletter „Housing and Health“ –  
new information about an old problem 

Is there a need for a newsletter with information 
about housing and health problems despite the 
information flood of all thinkable topics in the 
internet? We – the working team of the WHO Col-
laborating Centre for Housing and Health at the 
Baden-Württemberg State Health Office in Stutt-
gart/Germany – do think so. Why? Even in a flood 
you are dependent on a firm point, where you can 
be saved from drowning. And we hope, that from 
our experience we can deliver the suitable infor-
mation for a solid position in the discussion about 
housing and health. The newsletter will therefore 
provide a broad and interdisciplinary collection of 
recent articles on housing and health issues to 
keep you updated. 

During the last months, the challenge of global 
warming has been coming on the political agenda. 
As a lot of health problems are associated with 
climate change, measures for CO2-reduction are 
absolutely necessary. One method to save CO2 is 
heating with renewable materials like wood or 
wood pellets. Consequently, wood burning is des-
ignated as a recommendation for heating systems 
in new houses in Baden-Württemberg. But the 
particulate matter emissions of wood burning are 
more than a magnitude higher when compared 
with oil burning. So, if the particle emissions of 
wood burning were not severely restricted by new 
technical solutions, the substitution of oil by wood 
could yield a clear increase of particulate matter in 
the air with possible negative health conse-
quences for the residents. 

Another method of energy saving in homes is 
better insulation and a reduction of heat loss due 
to air exchange. But this can result in higher in-
door humidity levels and can cause mould growth. 
In regions with high radon concentrations in the 
ground, a very tight coating of dwellings can also 
increase the concentration of indoor radon, espe-

cially in connection with the use of geothermal 
energy.  
These examples show that an uncritical consump-
tion of energy saving measures can impair the 
health situation in buildings. A comprehensive 
technology assessment of the different measures 
is therefore essential. In this process, scientist 
and experts from different subject areas of hous-
ing and health have to work together and ex-
change information. 

With our newsletter, we will contribute to this in-
terdisciplinary collaboration. The main part of the 
newsletter will be an up-to-date collection of rele-
vant housing and health literature for people in-
terested in housing-related topics such as hy-
giene, public health, architecture, urban planning, 
or building physics. In addition, we will show you 
an overview of upcoming housing and health 
events (conferences, meetings etc.) and other 
relevant information and announcements, and 
provide a forum for invited contributions on spe-
cific housing and health topics. In doing so, we 
hope to extend the perception of housing and 
health issues, and establish an interdisciplinary 
exchange of information between working fields 
related to housing and health. 

We do anticipate to issue this newsletter 3-4 times 
per year, and truly hope that it will find your inter-
est and inform your work. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you have any suggestion on how 
to improve this newsletter and make it relevant for 
you. 
By: Dr. Bernhard Link,  
Leader of the WHO-CC for Housing and Health 
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Literature 

In this section we will provide a collection of recent housing and health publications from a variety of 
backgrounds. Literature that is published in German is indicated with the German flag . 
If you have suggestions for interesting journals that we should screen for the literature collection, 
please let us know! 

Allergies and Respiratory Diseases 
Chen CM, Gehring U, Wickman M, Hoek G, Giovannangelo M, Nordling E, Wijga A, de Jongste J, 
Pershagen G, Almqvist C, Kerkhof M, Bellander T, Wichmann HE, Brunekreef B, Heinrich J. 
Domestic cat allergen and allergic sensitisation in young children. 
Int J Hyg Environ Health. 2007 Oct 31. 

Frisk M, Magnuson A, Kiviloog J, Ivarsson AB, Kamwendo K. 
Increased occurrence of respiratory symptoms is associated with indoor climate risk indicators - a 
cross-sectional study in a Swedish population. 
Respir Med. 2007 Sep;101(9):2031-5. 

Mendell MJ. 
Indoor residential chemical emissions as risk factors for respiratory and allergic effects in children: a 
review. 
Indoor Air. 2007 Aug;17(4): 259-77. 

Wu F, Takaro TK. 
Childhood asthma and environmental interventions. 
Environ Health Perspect. 2007 Jun;115(6):971-5. 

Boutin-Forzano S, Moreau D, Kalaboka S, Gay E, Bonnefoy X, Carrozzi L, Viegi G, Charpin D, An-
nesi-Maesano I. 
Reported prevalence and co-morbidity of asthma, chronic bronchitis and emphysema: a pan-
European estimation. 
Int J Tuberc Lung Dis 2007 Jun;11(6): 695-702. 
Platts-Mills TA. 
The role of indoor allergens in chronic allergic disease. 
J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2007 Feb;119(2): 297-302. 

Bakke JV, Norback D, Wieslander G, Hollund BE, Moen BE. 
Pet keeping and dampness in the dwelling: associations with airway infections, symptoms, and 
physiological signs from the ocular and nasal mucosa. 
Indoor Air. 2007 Feb;17(1): 60-9. 

Sheikh A, Hurwitz B, Shehata Y. 
House dust mite avoidance measures for perennial allergic rhinitis. 
Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2007 Jan 24;(1):CD001563. Review. 

S. Pennanen, H. Mussalo-Rauhamaa, A. Harju, M. Pippuri, J. Liesivuori, P. Elg, K. Hakala, and T. 
Haahtela . 
Exposure to Mites, Sensitisation and Allergy to Mites in Moisture Damaged Buildings.  
Indoor and Built Environment 2007 16: 19-27. 

Jeedrychowski W, Maugeri U, Zembala M, Perzanowski MS, Hajto B, Flak E, Mróz E, Jacek R, Sowa 
A, Perera FP.
Risk of wheezing associated with house-dust mite allergens and indoor air quality among three-year-
old children. Kraków inner city study. 
Int J Occup Med Environ Health. 2007;20(2):117-26. 

du Prel X, Krämer U, Behrendt H, Ring J, Oppermann H, Schikowski T, Ranft U. 
Preschool children's health and its association with parental education and individual living conditions 
in East and West Germany. 
BMC Public Health. 2006 Dec 28;6: 312.  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17980657&ordinalpos=9&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17980657&ordinalpos=9&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17588733&ordinalpos=22&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17661923&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17589609&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17519104&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17519104&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17291849&ordinalpos=10&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17257153&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17253461&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://ibe.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/16/1/19
http://ibe.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/16/1/19
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17638678&ordinalpos=21&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17638678&ordinalpos=21&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17194300&ordinalpos=4&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
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Home Safety 
Kendrick D, Barlow J, Hampshire A, Polnay L, Stewart-Brown S. 
Parenting interventions for the prevention of unintentional injuries in childhood. 
Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2007 Oct 17;(4): CD006020. 

Stone KE, Eastman EM, Gielen AC, Squires B, Hicks G, Kaplin D, Serwint JR. 
Home safety in inner cities: prevalence and feasibility of home safety-product use in inner-city hous-
ing. 
Pediatrics. 2007 Aug;120(2): e346-53.  

David Ormandy . 
Home: haven or accident black spot? A review of the causes of home accidents. 
Int. J. of Environment and Pollution 2007 - Vol. 30, No.3/4: 404-410. 

Rhodes KV, Iwashyna TJ. 
Child injury risks are close to home: parent psychosocial factors associated with child safety. 
Matern Child Health J. 2007 May;11(3): 269-75. 

Lyons RA, John A, Brophy S, Jones SJ, Johansen A, Kemp A, Lannon S, Patterson J, Rolfe B, 
Sander LV, Weightman A. 
Modification of the home environment for the reduction of injuries. 
Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2006 Oct 18;(4):CD003600. Review. 
 
Housing and Ageing Society 

Alley D, Liebig P, Pynoos J, Banerjee T, Choi IH. 
Creating elder-friendly communities: preparations for an aging society. 
J Gerontol Soc Work. 2007;49(1-2): 1-18.  

Van Wezemael, Joris E.; Gilroy, Rose  
The Significance of Demographic Change in the Swiss Approach to Private Rented Housing: A Poten-
tial for Ageing in Place?  
Housing Studies 2007 July, Volume 22, Issue 4: 597 - 614. 

The WHO has published a new guide on building age-friendly cities. The guide and a checklist in Eng-
lish and French as well as brochures in English, French, Spanish and Portuguese can be downloaded 
from http://www.who.int/ageing/age_friendly_cities/en/index.html
 
Housing and Mental Health 

Shenassa ED, Daskalakis C, Liebhaber A, Braubach M, Brown M. 
Dampness and mold in the home and depression: an examination of mold-related illness and per-
ceived control of one's home as possible depression pathways. 
Am J Public Health. 2007 Oct;97(10): 1893-9.  

Nelson G, Sylvestre J, Aubry T, George L, Trainor J.
Housing choice and control, housing quality, and control over professional support as contributors to 
the subjective quality of life and community adaptation of people with severe mental illness. 
Adm Policy Ment Health 2007 Mar;34(2): 89-100. 
 
Housing Conditions / Built Environment 
Shenassa ED, Frye M, Braubach M, Daskalakis C. 
Routine stair climbing in place of residence and Body Mass Index: a pan-European population based 
study. 
Int J Obes (Lond). 2007 Oct 23. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17943875&ordinalpos=8&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17609309&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?action=record&rec_id=14818&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17216351&ordinalpos=206&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17054179&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17054179&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17804357&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content%7Econtent=a780328744%7Edb=all%7Eorder=page
http://www.who.int/ageing/age_friendly_cities/en/index.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17761567&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=16865313&ordinalpos=26&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17955028&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
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The Canadian Tuberculosis Committee. 
Housing Conditions that serve as risk factors for Tuberculosis Infection and Disease. 
Canada Communicable Disease Report October 2007, Volume 33. 
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/ccdr-rmtc/07pdf/acs33-09.pdf  

Schootman M, Andresen EM, Wolinsky FD, Malmstrom TK, Miller JP, Yan Y, Miller DK. 
The effect of adverse housing and neighborhood conditions on the development of diabetes mellitus 
among middle-aged African Americans. 
Am J Epidemiol. 2007 Aug 15;166(4): 379-87.  

Antonio Frattari, Michela Dalprà, Michela Chiogna. 
Smart Home and Architecture: The Case Study of Dwellings for People With Cognitive Disabilities. 
International Journal for Housing Science and Its Applications Vol.31, No.2, 2007. 

Xavier Bonnefoy 
Inadequate housing and health: an overview 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution (IJEP) 2007, Vol. 30, No. 3/4: 411 - 429. 

Roode Liias. 
Housing maintenance management: the key-factor when creating healthy environment. 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution (IJEP) 2007, Vol. 30, No. 3/4: 457 - 470.  

Audrius Banaitis, Nerija Banaitiene . 
Development of a rational housing model: the Lithuanian case. 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution (IJEP) 2007, Vol. 30, No. 3/4: 430-442. 

Matthias Braubach. 
Residential conditions and their impact on residential environment satisfaction and health: results of 
the WHO large analysis and review of European housing and health status (LARES) study. 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution (IJEP) 2007, Vol. 30, No. 3/4: 384-403. 

C. C. M. Adriaanse. 
Measuring residential satisfaction: a residential environmental satisfaction scale (RESS). 
J Housing Built Environ (2007) 22: 287–304. 

Wu F, Jacobs D, Mitchell C, Miller D, Karol MH. 
Improving indoor environmental quality for public health: impediments and policy recommendations. 
Environ Health Perspect. 2007 Jun;115(6):953-7. 

Mitchell CS, Zhang JJ, Sigsgaard T, Jantunen M, Lioy PJ, Samson R, Karol MH. 
Current state of the science: health effects and indoor environmental quality. 
Environ Health Perspect. 2007 Jun;115(6):958-64. 

Loftness V, Hakkinen B, Adan O, Nevalainen A. 
Elements that contribute to healthy building design. 
Environ Health Perspect. 2007 Jun;115(6):965-70. 
 
Indoor Air 
Adgate JL, Mongin SJ, Pratt GC, Zhang J, Field MP, Ramachandran G, Sexton K.
Relationships between personal, indoor, and outdoor exposures to trace elements in PM(2.5). 
Sci Total Environ. 2007 Nov 1;386(1-3): 21-32. 

Kattan M, Gergen PJ, Eggleston P, Visness CM, Mitchell HE. 
Health effects of indoor nitrogen dioxide and passive smoking on urban asthmatic children. 
J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2007 Sep;120(3):618-24. 

Elliott L, Arbes SJ, Harvey ES, Lee RC, Salo PM, Cohn RD, London SJ, Zeldin DC. 
Dust weight and asthma prevalence in the National Survey of Lead and Allergens in Housing 
(NSLAH). 
Environ Health Perspect. 2007 Feb;115(2): 215-20. 

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/publicat/ccdr-rmtc/07pdf/acs33-09.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17625220&ordinalpos=6&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.housingscience.org/index2.htm
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?mainAction=search&action=record&rec_id=14819&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?action=record&rec_id=14822&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?action=record&rec_id=14820&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?action=record&rec_id=14817&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.springerlink.com/content/1wh63l5365727115/fulltext.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17589606&ordinalpos=6&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17589607&ordinalpos=15&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17589608&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17692899&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17582483&ordinalpos=23&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17384767&ordinalpos=4&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
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Weichenthal, Scott, Dufresne, Andre, Infante-Rivard, Claire. 
Review: Indoor Nitrogen Dioxide and VOC Exposures: Summary of Evidence for an Association with 
Childhood Asthma and a Case for the Inclusion of Indoor Ultrafine Particle Measures in Future Stud-
ies. 
Indoor and Built Environment 2007 16: 387-399. 

Diapouli, E., Chaloulakou, A., Spyrellis, N. 
Indoor and Outdoor Particulate Matter Concentrations at Schools in the Athens Area. 
Indoor and Built Environment 2007 16: 55-61.  

Osman LM, Douglas JG, Garden C, Reglitz K, Lyon J, Gordon S, Ayres JG. 
Indoor air quality in homes of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 
Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 2007 Sep 1;176(5): 465-72.  

Weichenthal S, Dufresne A, Infante-Rivard C. 
Indoor ultrafine particles and childhood asthma: exploring a potential public health concern. 
Indoor Air. 2007 Apr;17(2): 81-91. Review.  

Weichenthal S, Dufresne A, Infante-Rivard C, Joseph L. 
Indoor ultrafine particle exposures and home heating systems: a cross-sectional survey of Canadian 
homes during the winter months. 
J Expo Sci Environ Epidemiol. 2007 May;17(3): 288-97. 

Miller JD, Dugandzic R, Frescura AM, Salares V. 
Indoor- and outdoor-derived contaminants in urban and rural homes in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
J Air Waste Manag Assoc. 2007 Mar;57(3): 297-302.  

Yu, Huili, Zhang, Kaili, Rossi, Carole. 
Experimental Study of the Photocatalytic Degradation of Formaldehyde in Indoor Air using a Nano-
particulate Titanium Dioxide Photocatalyst. 
Indoor and Built Environment 2007 16: 529-537. 

Simons E, Curtin-Brosnan J, Buckley T, Breysse P, Eggleston PA. 
Indoor environmental differences between inner city and suburban homes of children with asthma. 
J Urban Health. 2007 Jul;84(4):577-90. 
T. Gabrio, G. Volland, I. Baumeister, J. Bendak, A. Flicker-Klein, M. Gickeleiter, G. Kersting, V. Mais-
ner, I. Zöllner. 
Messung von Feinstäuben in Innenräumen. Gefahrstoffe - Reinhaltung der Luft 67 (2007) 96 - 102. 

 
Bundesverband der Unfallkassen (Hrsg.).  
Laserdrucker - sicher betreiben. 
GUV-I 820, April 2007.  

Mersch-Sundermann VH. 
Evaluierung möglicher Beziehungen zwischen Emissionen aus Büromaschinen, insbesondere aus 
Fotokopierern und Laserdruckern, und Gesundheitsbeeinträchtigungen bzw. Gesundheitsschäden bei 
exponierten Büroangestellten „Tonerstudie“.  
Pilotstudie 01.07.2005 - 30.11.2006 (28.02.2007).  
 
Mobile Phones 
Background: Since the year 2000 case-control studies with the same study design are being con-
ducted in 13 countries with the grant of the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). 
The results from Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Great Britain, Germany and France are pub-
lished in the specified literature. 
Kan et al. enclosed nine case-control studies from US and Europe in their meta-analysis, six of these 
studies have been part of the Interphone study. 
 

http://ibe.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/16/5/387
http://ibe.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/16/1/55
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17507547&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17391231&ordinalpos=6&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17033678&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17385595&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://ibe.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/16/6/529
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17551839&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.technikwissen.de/gest/article.php?data%5Barticle_id%5D=34385
http://www.technikwissen.de/gest/article.php?data%5Barticle_id%5D=34385
http://regelwerk.unfallkassen.de/regelwerk/data/regelwerk/inform/I_820.pdf
http://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/252/pilotstudie_toner_erste_ergebnisse.pdf
http://www.iarc.fr/
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Lahkola A, Auvinen A, Raitanen J, Schoemaker MJ, Christensen HC, Feychting M, Johansen C, 
Klaeboe L, Lonn S, Swerdlow AJ, Tynes T, Salminen T. 
Mobile phone use and risk of glioma in 5 North European countries. 
Int J Cancer. 2007 Apr 15;120(8): 1769-75. 

Klaeboe L, Blaasaas KG, Tynes T.  
Use of mobile phones in Norway and risk of intracranial tumours.  
Eur J Cancer Prev. 2007 Apr;16(2): 158-64. 

Schlehofer B, Schlaefer K, Blettner M, Berg G, Böhler E, Hettinger I, Kunna-Grass K, Wahrendorf J, 
Schüz J. 
Environmental risk factors for sporadic acoustic neuroma (Interphone Study Group, Germany). 
Eur J Cancer. 2007 Jul;43(11): 1741-7. 

Hours M, Bernard M, Montestrucq L, Arslan M, Bergeret A, Deltour I, Cardis E. 
Cell Phones and Risk of brain and acoustic nerve tumours: the French INTERPHONE case-control 
study.  
Rev Epidemiol Sante Publique. 2007 Oct;55(5): 321-332. 

Kan P, Simonsen S.E, Lyon JL, Kestle J.R. 
Cellular phone use and brain tumor: a meta-analysis. 
J Neurooncol. 2007 Jul 10. 
 
Mould and Dampness 
Mudarri D, Fisk WJ. 
Public health and economic impact of dampness and mold. 
Indoor Air. 2007 Jun;17(3):226-35. Erratum in: Indoor Air. 2007 Aug;17(4):334. 

Pekkanen J, Hyvarinen A, Haverinen-Shaughnessy U, Korppi M, Putus T, Nevalainen A. 
Moisture damage and childhood asthma: a population-based incident case-control study. 
Eur Respir J. 2007 Mar;29(3): 509-15. 

Kaisa Svennberg, Kristin Lengsfeld, Lars-Erik Harderup, and Andreas Holm. 
Previous Experimental Studies and Field Measurements on Moisture Buffering by Indoor Surface Ma-
terials. 
Journal of Building Physics, 1 2007; vol. 30: 261 - 274. 

Burr ML, Matthews IP, Arthur RA, Watson HL, Gregory CJ, Dunstan FD, Palmer SR. 
Effects on patients with asthma of eradicating visible indoor mould: a randomised controlled trial. 
Thorax. 2007 Sep;62(9): 767-72. 

Seltzer JM, Fedoruk MJ. 
Health effects of mold in children. 
Pediatr Clin North Am. 2007 Apr;54(2): 309-33, viii-ix. Review. 

Shenassa ED, Daskalakis C, Liebhaber A, Braubach M, Brown M. 
Dampness and mold in the home and depression: an examination of mold-related illness and per-
ceived control of one's home as possible depression pathways. 
Am J Public Health. 2007 Oct;97(10): 1893-9. 

Robert Koch-Institut (Hrsg.). 
Schimmelpilzbelastung in Innenräumen –Befunderhebung, gesundheitliche Bewertung und Maßnah-
men. 
Bundesgesundheitsblatt - Gesundheitsforschung - Gesundheitsschutz Volume 50, Nummer 10, Okto-
ber 2007.  
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17230523&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17230523&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17297392&ordinalpos=4&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17600696&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17600696&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17851009&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17619826&ordinalpos=4&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17542835&ordinalpos=26&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17107993&ordinalpos=8&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://jen.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/30/3/261
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17389753&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17448362&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17761567&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.springerlink.com/content/a420126643516011/
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Noise 
Miedema HM, Vos H.
Associations between self-reported sleep disturbance and environmental noise based on reanalyses 
of pooled data from 24 studies. 
Behav Sleep Med. 2007;5(1): 1-20. 

Pedersen E, Persson Waye K. 
Wind turbine noise, annoyance and self-reported health and well-being in different living environ-
ments. 
Occup Environ Med. 2007 Jul;64(7): 480-6. 

Niemann H, Bonnefoy X, Braubach M, Hecht K, Maschke C, Rodrigues C, Röbbel N.
Noise-induced annoyance and morbidity results from the pan-European LARES study. 
Noise Health. 2006 Apr-Jun;8(31):63-79. 
 
The European Commission has published the final results of four noise-related health impact re-
search projects funded by the fifth Framework Programme of Research (FP5): 

• HYENA - Hypertension and Exposure to Noise near Airports 
• NOISECHEM - Noise and Industrial Chemicals: Interaction Effects on Hearing and Balance 
• NOPHER - Noise Pollution Health Effects Reduction 
• RANCH - Road Traffic and Aircraft Noise Exposure and Children’s Cognition and Health: Expo-

sure-effect relationships and Combined Effects 

For more information please see the DG Research environment webpages. 
 
Radon 
Besides environmental tobacco smoke radon is considered the second important risk factor of lung 
cancer. Around 1900 fatalities in Germany and several 10000 fatalities worldwide are caused by this 
radioactive inert gas each year. A majority of these fatalities are preventable. With this background a 
workshop of the International Radon Project of the WHO was conducted in march 2007 at the Bunde-
samt für Strahlenschutz (Federal Office for Radiation Protection, BfS) in München, Germany. Within 
this project http://www.who.int/ionizing_radiation/env/radon/en/ health effects of radon indoors are 
monitored worldwide and strategies to reduce the resulting health risks are being developed.  
 
The BfS has published a summary of the status quo in the article „Gesundheitliche Auswirkungen 
von Radon in Wohnungen“ (Health Effects by radon in homes) which can be downloaded from 
http://www.bfs.de/de/ion/wirkungen/radon_ges.html . Besides further information about radon 
http://www.bfs.de/en/ion/radon (English) or http://www.bfs.de/de/ion/radon  the updated brochure 
“Radon in Häusern” (radon in homes) can be downloaded from 
http://www.bfs.de/de/bfs/druck/strahlenthemen/STTH_Radon.html . 
 
The updated German publication „Radon - Ein Edelgas belastet das Wohnen“ (Radon- an inert gas 
pollutes dwellings) of the Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und Reaktorsicherheit (Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety) can be downloaded from 
http://www.bmu.de/files/pdfs/allgemein/application/pdf/radon_themenpapier.pdf .  
 
Detailed comments of the German Commission on Radiological Protection on the topic of lung cancer 
risk by exposure to radon in dwellings published in 2005 and 2006 can be downloaded from 
http://www.ssk.de/werke/kurzinfo/2005/ssk0504.htm and 
http://www.ssk.de/werke/kurzinfo/2006/ssk0611.htm . 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17313321&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17332136&ordinalpos=2&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17687182&ordinalpos=6&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://ec.europa.eu/research/environment/themes/projects_en.htm
http://www.who.int/ionizing_radiation/env/radon/en/
http://www.bfs.de/de/ion/wirkungen/radon_ges.html
http://www.bfs.de/en/ion/radon
http://www.bfs.de/de/ion/radon
http://www.bfs.de/de/bfs/druck/strahlenthemen/STTH_Radon.html
http://www.bmu.de/files/pdfs/allgemein/application/pdf/radon_themenpapier.pdf
http://www.ssk.de/werke/kurzinfo/2005/ssk0504.htm
http://www.ssk.de/werke/kurzinfo/2006/ssk0611.htm
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EU- radiation protection conference 2007 
In June 2007 the EU- radiation protection conference took place in Berlin, Germany. Amongst others 
new findings about the effects of radiation on man have been discussed, including the topic radon and 
lung cancer. The program and the presentations of the conference can be downloaded from 
http://www.bfs.de/en/ion/papiere/Eu_konferenz.html . 
 
Epidemiological studies on radon indoors and measurement of dose have recently been discussed at 
a meeting of the European Network Alpha-Risk on September 27 - 28 http://www.alpha-
risk.org/cps/sections/publicevent/joint_alpha_risk_gene/view. 

Coskeran T, Denman A, Phillips P, Tornberg R.
The cost-effectiveness of radon-proof membranes in new homes: a case study from Brixworth, North-
amptonshire, UK. 
Health Policy. 2007 May;81(2-3):195-206.  
 
Smoking / ETS 
Phillips R, Amos A, Ritchie D, Cunningham-Burley S, Martin C. 
Smoking in the home after the smoke-free legislation in Scotland: qualitative study. 
BMJ. 2007 Sep 15;335(7619): 553. 
 
Thermal Comfort / Energy 

Wilkinson P, Smith KR, Beevers S, Tonne C, Oreszczyn T. 
Energy, energy efficiency, and the built environment. 
Lancet. 2007 Sep 29;370(9593): 1175-87. Review. 

De Sherbinin Alex, Schiller Andrew, and Pulsipher Alex. 
The vulnerability of global cities to climate hazards.  
Environment and Urbanization 2007 19: 39-64.  

Rosenthal JK, Sclar ED, Kinney PL, Knowlton K, Crauderueff R, Brandt-Rauf PW. 
Links between the Built Environment, Climate and Population Health: Interdisciplinary Environmental 
Change Research in New York City. 
Ann Acad Med Singapore. 2007 Oct;36(10): 834-13. 

Howden-Chapman P, Matheson A, Crane J, Viggers H, Cunningham M, Blakely T, Cunningham C, 
Woodward A, Saville-Smith K, O'Dea D, Kennedy M, Baker M, Waipara N, Chapman R, Davie G. 
Effect of insulating existing houses on health inequality: cluster randomised study in the community. 
BMJ. 2007 Mar 3;334(7591): 460. 

Nakova K. 
Energy Efficiency Networks in Eastern Europe and Capacity Building for Urban Sustainability: The 
Experience of Two Municipal Networks.  
Indoor and Built Environment 2007 16: 248-254. 

Shortt N, Rugkåsa J. 
"The walls were so damp and cold" fuel poverty and ill health in Northern Ireland: results from a hous-
ing intervention. 
Health Place. 2007 Mar;13(1): 99-110.  

Mäkinen TM. 
Human cold exposure, adaptation, and performance in high latitude environments. 
Am J Hum Biol. 2007 Mar-Apr;19(2): 155-64. Review.  

Hansen D, Hilgenhöner M, Benner D, Popp W. 
Influence of air cooling units on air quality - A pilot project. 
Int J Hyg Environ Health. 2007 Oct 15. 

http://www.bfs.de/en/ion/papiere/Eu_konferenz.html
http://www.alpha-risk.org/cps/sections/publicevent/joint_alpha_risk_gene/view
http://www.alpha-risk.org/cps/sections/publicevent/joint_alpha_risk_gene/view
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17027126&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17827488&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17868820&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://eau.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/19/1/39
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17987235&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17324975&ordinalpos=7&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17324975&ordinalpos=7&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://ibe.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/16/3/248
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=16343973&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17286263&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17942365&ordinalpos=10&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
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Griet Verbeeck and Hugo Hens 
Life Cycle Optimization of Extremely Low Energy Dwellings 
Journal of Building Physics, 10 2007; vol. 31: 143 - 177. 

Vandentorren S, Bretin P, Zeghnoun A, Mandereau-Bruno L, Croisier A, Cochet C, Riberon J, Siberan 
I, Declercq B, Ledrans M.  
August 2003 heat wave in France: risk factors for death of elderly people living at home. 
Eur J Public Health. 2006 Dec;16(6): 583-91. 
 
Urban Planning 
Vlahov D, Freudenberg N, Proietti F, Ompad D, Quinn A, Nandi V, Galea S. 
Urban as a determinant of health. 
J Urban Health. 2007 May;84(3 Suppl): i16-26.  

Kochtitzky CS, Frumkin H, Rodriguez R, Dannenberg AL, Rayman J, Rose K, Gillig R, Kanter T; Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Urban planning and public health at CDC. 
MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2006 Dec 22;55 Suppl 2: 34-8.  

Edmundas Kazimieras Zavadskas, Arturas Kaklauskas, Jurate Kaklauskiene. 
Modelling and forecasting of a rational and sustainable development of Vilnius: emphasis on pollution. 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution (IJEP) 2007, Vol. 30, No. 3/4: 485-500. 

Pranciskus Juskevicius, Marija Burinskiene. 
Quality factors of the residential environment in urban planning. 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution (IJEP) 2007, Vol. 30, No. 3/4: 471-484. 
 
Other Topics 
Kolossa-Gehring M, Becker K, Conrad A, Lüdecke A, Riedel S, Seiwert M, Schulz C, Szewzyk R. 
German Environmental Survey for Children (GerES IV) - First results. 
Int J Hyg Environ Health. 2007 Oct;210(5): 535-40. 

Harrison RA, Gemmell I, Heller RF.
The population effect of crime and neighbourhood on physical activity: an analysis of 15,461 adults. 
J Epidemiol Community Health. 2007 Jan;61(1):34-9. 

Kawachi I, Subramanian SV.
Neighbourhood influences on health. 
J Epidemiol Community Health. 2007 Jan;61(1):3-4. No abstract available. 

Xavier Bonnefoy, Matthias Braubach, Maggie Davidson, Nathalie Robbel. 
A pan-European housing and health survey: description and evaluation of methods and approaches. 
International Journal of Environment and Pollution 2007 - Vol. 30, No.3/4: 363 - 383. 

Jacobs DE, Kelly T, Sobolewski J.  
Linking public health, housing, and indoor environmental policy: successes and challenges at local 
and federal agencies in the United States. 
Environ Health Perspect. 2007 Jun;115(6): 976-82.  

Bolte G, Heissenhuber A, von Kries R, Liebl B, Zapf A, Wildner M, Fromme H; GME-Studiengruppe. 
Gesundheits-Monitoring-Einheiten (GME) in Bayern [Health monitoring units in Bavaria. Concept, 
aims and thematic focus of the first survey on children's environment and health].  
Bundesgesundheitsblatt Gesundheitsforschung Gesundheitsschutz. 2007 Apr;50(4): 476-83. Review.  

A recent publication of CETIM (Europe-Third World Centre) provides an interesting overview of the 
right to housing on a global scale, and reviews the commitments by international conventions and 
national constitutions. Details can be found at: http://www.cetim.ch/en/publications_logement.php  
 
 
 

http://jen.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/31/2/143
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17028103&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17028103&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17356903&ordinalpos=5&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17183243&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17183243&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?mainAction=search&action=record&rec_id=14824&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?action=record&rec_id=14823&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17870665&ordinalpos=26&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17183012&ordinalpos=19&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17183006&ordinalpos=20&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?mainAction=search&action=record&rec_id=14816&prevQuery=&ps=10&m=or
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17589610&ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?Db=pubmed&Cmd=ShowDetailView&TermToSearch=17387440&ordinalpos=3&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEntrez.Pubmed.Pubmed_ResultsPanel.Pubmed_RVDocSum
http://www.cetim.ch/en/publications_logement.php


Housing and Health WHO-CC Newsletter No. 1, November 2007
 

 
WHO Collaborating Centre for Housing and Health at the State Health Office Baden-Württemberg 10

Event Announcements 

In this section we will inform you about upcoming events with relevance to housing and health. If you 
know of any international event, please let us know! 
 
National Home Injury Prevention Congress 2007 
Date:  November 12 - 13, 2007 
Venue: Cheltenham UK
Further Information: http://www.rospa.com/home/index.htm  
 
1. Jahrestagung GHUP (Gesellschaft für Hygiene, Umweltmedizin und Präventivmedizin) 
Date:  November 22 - 24, 2007 
Venue: Bielefeld, Germany 
Further Information:  http://www.med.uni-giessen.de/ghup/index.html
 
2007 Regional Conferences on Sustainable Building and Construction 
Date:  December 4 - 5, 2007 
Venue: Hong Kong, China 
Further Information: http://www.hkpgbc.org/sb07/
 
7th Annual New Partners for Smart Growth conference 
Date:  February 7 - 9, 2008 
Venue: Washington DC, USA 
Further Information: http://www.newpartners.org/index.html
 
2008 RESNET Building Performance Conference 
Date:  February 18 - 20, 2008 
Venue: San Diego, CA, USA 
Further Information: http://www.natresnet.org/conference/2008/theme.htm  
 
5th Warwick Healthy Housing Conference 2008  
Date:  March 17 - 19, 2008 
Venue: Coventry, United Kingdom 
Further Information: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/research/centres/shhru/healthyhousing/  
 
Light & Building 
Date: April 6 - 11, 2008 
Venue: Frankfurt / Main, Germany 
Further Information: http://light-building.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/de/fakten_performance.html
 
7th International Conference on Performance-Based Codes and Fire Safety Design Methods 
Date:  April 16 - 18, 2008 
Venue: Auckland, New Zealand 
Further Information: http://www.cibworld.nl/website/newsletter/0707/sfpe_brochure.pdf  
 
Benefits and Risks of Inhaled Engineered Nanoparticles 
Date:  June 11 - 14, 2008 
Venue: Hannover, Germany 
Further Information:  http://www.inis-symposium.com/
 
The 11th International Conference on Indoor Air Quality and Climate
Date:  August 17 - 22, 2008 
Venue: Copenhagen, Denmark 
Further Information: http://www.indoorair2008.org/  
 

http://www.rospa.com/home/index.htm
http://fvshk-nrw.de/innenraumhygiene/front_content.php
http://www.newpartners.org/index.html
http://www.natresnet.org/conference/2008/theme.htm
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/research/centres/shhru/healthyhousing/
http://light-building.messefrankfurt.com/frankfurt/de/fakten_performance.html
http://www.cibworld.nl/website/newsletter/0707/sfpe_brochure.pdf
http://fvshk-nrw.de/innenraumhygiene/front_content.php
http://www.indoorair2008.org/
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Message Board 

In this section we will inform you about activities and projects related to housing and health that are 
being carried out by WHO or the WHO-CC. This may relate to ongoing activities and projects, as well 
as invitations to participate in data collections or case study projects. 
 
WHO Project on damp and mould interventions  
The implementation and evaluation of actions to prevent, remove or reduce damp and mould in built 
environments is a difficult area for public health. To review practical interventions and their effective-
ness to reduce exposure to damp and mould, the WHO Housing and Health programme is currently 
looking for case studies and interventions in this field. Selected interventions will be discussed at a 
WHO expert meeting. Main outcomes will be a list of European best practice examples as well as 
policy briefs on sound technical action against damp and mould.  

If you are interested to contribute case studies or technical actions to this project, please contact Mat-
thias Braubach at the WHO Bonn office (email: mbr@ecehbonn.euro.who.int)  

 

Miscellaneous 
In July 2007 the district council of Freiburg, a city in the southwest of Germany, made the decision to 
consider the Blue angel, an environmental level for products, as an important criterion for the alloca-
tion of public funds for restoration, new buildings or extensions of public buildings.  
 
The United Nations has designated the first Monday in October every year as World Habitat Day to 
reflect on the state of human settlements and the basic right to adequate shelter for all. This year, the 
World Habitat Day was held under the motto “A safe city is a just city”. Information can be found at: 
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=534  
 

Speaker’s corner 

In this section we will publish invited contributions from experts within the housing and health field, 
aiming at a specific topic and reflecting about the current evidence and its policy implications. 
 
A house is not a home 
 
Housing and health is a difficult and diverse working field that covers a variety of well-established en-
vironmental health risk factors. Indoor air pollution, radon, asbestos, lead, noise, injury risks, pests, 
mould and allergens, electromagnetic fields, cold and heat, lack of hygiene and sanitation – almost all 
known environmental threats relate to one`s home. Considering the amount of time spent in the 
home, especially by so-called vulnerable groups, one should expect housing to be one of the main 
settings for health promotion and prevention campaigns. But is it? Is it as recognized as other setting 
approaches, such as the Healthy Cities, Healthy Schools, Healthy Hospitals? Is it as much considered 
as occupational health actions targeting the individual at the workplace and offering tailored health 
services?  

No, it is not. Housing and health is – to a large extent – fragmented. Even more, it often reminds of a 
“no man`s land” – who claims to be a housing and health researcher? How many universities or envi-
ronmental institutions do have a housing and health programme? Despite the huge amount of work 
done in disciplines that clearly relate to the private home, there is a lack of interaction and communi-
cation between the actors. The existing evidence tends to be disseminated in scientific journals bring-
ing together the group of researchers working in the same field. Therefore, journals may focus on 
indoor air issues, on noise, and architectural design, on radiation or other risk factors, as well as they 
may relate to very specific diseases and health impacts (allergies, obesity, etc.).  

mailto:mbr@ecehbonn.euro.who.int
http://www.blauer-engel.de/englisch/navigation/body_blauer_engel.htm
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=534
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The direct consequence of this fragmentation is that there has never emerged an independent disci-
pline of housing and health. Today, housing and health work is done by a large variety of actors, but it 
is not recognized as such – neither by those working with it, nor by the public, the media, or policy-
makers.  

A house is not a home. What is true for the resident, is also true for the science. We work on the 
same concept of built environment and indoor settings, but do we feel home in this setting? Do we 
acknowledge what it means to work within a setting? Do we acknowledge that for a person living in a 
dwelling, it does not make sense to separate the exposure to formaldehyde from the exposure to 
noise?  
Scientifically, of course it makes sense to look into these aspects separately and carry out detailed 
risk assessments. But then, we need to merge the results, and adapt to the reality of housing and 
health, which is characterized by simultaneous exposure to many risk factors. 

It is about time to bring together the evidence that exists within different groups and networks. But 
even more, it is about time to bring together the actors themselves, and found a common family under 
the roof of housing and health. Each discipline residing under this roof represents a column on which 
this roof is rested, and each discipline will of course need to maintain its characteristics and specifici-
ties. Still, there is an added value of a common identity, of a common idea that the work relates to the 
overall concept of housing and health and shall be not only discussed separately, but also in relation 
to the relevance for the resident and in combination with all other housing aspects.  

Therefore, it is about time to make the house a home, and to come together as a family within the 
unique structure that the concept of housing and health offers to all its residents.  
Move in, make yourself comfortable, and have a chat with your new family members. They have a lot 
to tell you… 
 
By: Matthias Braubach, Technical Officer Housing and Health, WHO ECEH Bonn office. 
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